
Reaching a GEN 7
      Why Athe ism is Grow ing Among Gen er a tion Z —

and What We Can Do About It.

HE WORLD, THE FLESH, AND THE DEVIL
ARE DOING THEIR BEST TO CONCOCT A
RECIPE FOR THE REJECTION OF THE
REDEEMER—AND IT’S POISONING A NEW

GENERATION.
RULED BY EMOTIONS, GENERATION Z (Gen Z) 

is MADE UP OF INDIVIDUALS born be tween 1999 and
2015, is the most non re li gious gen er a tion in Amer ica yet,
ac cord ing to Barna’s new study of teens 13-18 years old. 
While the trends are not nec es sar ily stun ning — given this
age of any thing goes, Lady Gaga, and doz ens of new gen -
der pro nouns—they are alarm ing.  These young peo ple
are our chil dren, our grand chil dren, and their peers.  They
are critiquing the church more than any gen er a tion be -
fore—and we need to un der stand why.

“The per cent age of Gen Z that iden ti fies as athe ist is
dou ble that of the U.S. adult pop u la tion – Barna”

Gen Z is grow ing up in a cul ture that val ues emo tions
over facts.  They have be come com fort able with the mes -
sage of rel a tiv ism so of ten preached by our cul ture—a
mes sage that val ues tol er ance over Truth.  What mat ters
more to this gen er a tion is hon esty and au then tic ity.

They trust their heart, which is “de ceit ful above all
things” (Jer e miah 17:9).  And they are em brac ing athe ism
more than any other gen er a tion in his tory.

While it’s tempt ing to re spond to these find ings with
the old dic tum “Kids these days…”, we must re al ize that
be fore God opened our eyes, we were just as lost. 
Equipped with God’s wis dom, com pas sion, and love, we
can reach this grow ing mis sion field and lead them in the

Truth of Christ.

ENGAGING GENERATION Z

It’s easy to see that our so ci ety is not train ing the next
gen er a tion to think crit i cally.  How could they when our
cul ture no lon ger val ues Truth? But, ac cord ing to our
youth, the church is n’t do ing any better.  Here are some
cri tiques of fered by church go ing teens to day:

49% say “the church seems to re ject much of what sci -
ence tells us about the world.”

38 % be lieve “the church is over pro tec tive of teen ag -
ers.”

27% claim “the church is not a safe place to ex press
doubts.”

24% find church teach ings to be “rather shal low.”
Far from be ing of fended, we must learn from these

find ings.  We can’t dis miss our youth and  ex pect them to
re spect us for it.  We must en gage them and their ques tions.

3 CRITICAL QUESTIONS

When I first read these new sta tis tics, the in for ma tion
was in ter est ing—but it did n’t hit home for me un til I re al -
ized two of my own chil dren fall in the Gen Z age group. 
Though my kids are not yet teens, this group rep re sents the 
trends of their peers.  Am I leav ing the next gen er a tion and 
the next-next gen er a tion to be raised by their sur round ing
cul ture—or by the wis dom of God?

Here are some im por tant ques tions to ask our selves:
1.  Are we too busy to be both ered?
Our lives are filled with de vices, work, sports, les sons, 

time with friends, and a lit tle sleep thrown in if all goes ac -
cord ing to plan. It’s easy to fall into a rhythm of just check -
ing the boxes, ne glect ing the best thing while try ing to
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en sure the good, but not
need ful, things are ac com -
plished.  It’s time to look
up—to re late—to lis ten in -
tently and speak wisely.

2.  Are we mod el ing for
the next gen er a tion how to
pur sue Truth?

When our chil dren or
grand chil dren ask dif fi cult
ques tions, it can be con ve -
nient to sweep them away. 
But this kind of at ti tude of ten
com mu ni cates that we are
afraid of how Scrip ture will
hold up un der scru tiny.  It
gives the im pres sion that we
are not con fi dent in the Word
of God—and maybe even
ashamed of His Gos pel.

3.  Do we act as though
God is bor ing?

When God is not our fo -
cus and de light, we are tell ing 
Gen Z that they are
right—God is bor ing.  Yet He 
is any thing but!  Are we cap -
ti vated by His good ness or
dis tracted by earthly pur -
suits?  Are we trust ing God to 
do the im pos si ble in our
lives—or are our lives as or -
di nary and mun dane as the
non be liever?

WE HAVE WORK TO DO

What can we, God’s
church, do to coun ter act the
trends that Barna has brought
be fore us?  We can:

· Read and relish God’s
Word.

· Pray and dig deep into
our faith.

· Serve and engage the
next generation, reach-
 ing out in love and
hospitality whether in
our neighborhoods,
churches, or larger
communities.
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We must al low God to work through us by liv ing in -
ten tion ally for Him.  As we de light in Al mighty God, wor -
ship ing Him, grow ing in faith, and pro claim ing His Truth,
He will soften hearts and draw Gen Z into His King dom.

“MY JOURNAL Leading the Way” by Leading the Way
Editorial Team   Copyright 

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Persevering with Peace 

I lie down and sleep; I wake again be cause the LORD
sus tains me. V. 5  — Please read all of Psalm 3 

As I con tinue trust ing God through my strug gles
with chronic pain even the sim plest set back can feel like
a fierce en emy at tacker.  Prob lem One jabs me from the
right.  Prob lem Two shoves me from be hind.  Prob lem
Three punches me square in the nose.  Dur ing these
times, when my strength wanes and im me di ate re lief
evades me, run ning and hid ing can seem like a good idea.  
But since I can’t es cape my pain, change my cir cum -
stances, or ig nore my emo tions, I’m learn ing slowly to
rely on God to carry me through.

When I need en cour age ment, com fort, and cour age, I 
prayer fully read through the songs of the psalm ists, who
hon estly bring their sit u a tions to God.  In one of my fa -
vor ite psalms, King Da vid flees from Ab sa lom, his son
who wanted to kill him and take his king dom.  Though
Da vid la mented his pain ful sit u a tion (Psalm 3:1-2), he
trusted God’s pro tec tion and ex pected Him to an swer his
prayers (vv. 3-4).  The king did n’t lose sleep wor ry ing or
fear ing what could hap pen be cause he trusted God to sus -
tain and save him (vv. 5-8). 

Phys i cal and emo tional pain can of ten feel like ag -
gres sive ad ver sar ies we may be tempted to give up or
wish we could es cape when we’re weary and can’t see
the end of our cur rent bat tle. But, like Da vid, we can
learn to trust that God will hold us up and help us rest in
His con stant and lov ing presence. 

Lord, thanks for giv ing us rest in the peace of your
con stant pres ence and as sur ing us of the vic tory you’ve
al ready won.

God of fers us peace as He holds us up and car ries
us through ev ery trial.   

© 2017 Our Daily Bread Ministries, Permission
Granted 

This Grad u a tion Let ter from the 1930’s 
Would be Banned from Schools To day

A Year book from 1936 was dis cov ered while clean -
ing an at tic.  The Grad u a tion Ad dress from that year will

blow you away.  
The man who dis cov ered it, Hank Wallace, ex -

plained that he was sort ing through his late mother’s es -
tate when he came across it.

He gave a quick snap shot of what the world then
looked like at the time be fore shar ing the ad dress it self.

In 1936, things were chang ing quickly.  A pic ture of
the prin ci pal of the school in the year book shows a black
tele phone on his desk, cer tainly a sta tus sym bol of the
day.  The De pres sion was wear ing on, with New Deal so -
cial ism widely wel comed.  Hit ler was chan cel lor of Ger -
many, and the Dachau con cen tra tion camp was open,
both for over three years.  Ap peaser Neville Cham ber lain 
was a year from be com ing prime min is ter of the UK. 
And while slav ery was gone, “sep a rate but equal” was in
force and ra cial di vi sion was the norm.     (Source: Amer i -
can Thinker.)

And here is the speech he found in side:
“My Dear Friends: 
“You are liv ing now, not sim ply pre par ing to live. 

You can never turn back the page.  The years will only
pro vide op por tu nity to live more ef fec tively.  But the past 
can be come in spi ra tion, equip ment and di rec tion.  The
earth trans mutes the fo liage and flow ers of the past into
the beauty and fruit of the present.

“I wish for each one of you the fin est that can be
achieved in life, and the larg est ser vice pos si ble to your
ca pac ity.

“Al ways be open to truth.  Wher ever you find it rec -
og nize it as the man i fes ta tion of God.  There has never
been, nor will there ever be, any con flict be tween sci ence 
and re li gion.  All come from the same heav enly Fa ther.  A 
child knows there is a dif fer ence be tween his fa ther’s
pen cil and his watch, but never doubts that both be long to 
his fa ther.  Never be afraid of any truth.

“Be sure you do more than seek truth.  Find it.  It is
not the search for food that builds the body, but its as sim i -
la tion.  It is im per a tive that you be lieve some things so
firmly that they be come a part of you. Sta bil ity is rooted
in in teg rity.  Honor, vir tue, cour age and faith are eter nal
vir tues, and with out them your life will be a compromise.

“I be lieve you have as fine qual i ties as ever gave surety
to the hopes of any gen er a tion. You face the world at a pe -
riod of ar rest ing ques tions, dif fi cult prob lems and a rest less
so cial or der.  Yet, it is a pe riod of growth, hold ing be fore
you the chal lenge whose terms de mand your best.

“Let that sing ing line from Ten ny son’s idylls of the
king stay with you – “O Loyal to the royal in thy self.” 

“Sin cerely your friend, 
Rich ard S. Owens”

Clash Daily with Doug Giles, Published on May 26,
2018, Copyright
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“The Lord will strengthen him upon the
bed of lan guish ing: thou wilt make all his bed

in his sick ness.” (Psalm 41:3)

This word speaks of him whose heart is right with
God.  In times of sick ness God will be es pe cially near to
him.  “He will strengthen him upon the bed of lan guish -
ing.”

The one who is ill may feel that he is set aside.  The
phys i cal strength is small, and fear rests heavily upon
his heart.  

But God will not leave him.  “Thou wilt make all his 
bed in his sick ness.”  God takes away fear and gives him 
quiet peace.  The heav enly Fa ther presses His sick child
to His bosom.  The pains are changed into a source of
praise, and the bed of sick ness be comes a place where
the be liever rests in the love of God.

The same holds true with all other trib u la tions.  The
Lord will strengthen His chil dren.  He changes the trib u -
la tions into wings which bear the soul closer to God.

Streams of Gladness, Fredrik Wisloff, Augsburg
Publishing House, © 1958.

Meet ing With One An other 

“They that feared the Lord spake of ten one to an -
other…” Malachi 3:16.

A faith ful Chris tian went to visit a brother who had
not been at tend ing church.  Af ter lis ten ing to ab sen tee
at tempt ing to jus tify why he had missed the meet ings,
the vis i tor picked up the tongs from the hearth and lifted
a piece of hot and glow ing coal out of the fire and left it
on the hearth.  Alone on the hearth the glim mer ing coal
soon lost its ra di ance and heat.  Af ter it be came black
and cold the Chris tian ab sen tee re marked, “Don’t say
any more.  I know what you are say ing.  I’ll be at Church 
on Sunday morning.”

Any Chris tian ex clud ing him self from fel low ship
will soon be come cold and use less.  We need each other.  
Malachi (Ed. GOD) tells us that God re mem bers, re -
cords and re joices when the saints meet and en gage in
true com mu nion.  What does God re mem ber and
record?

He re mem bers the com pany in fel low ship.  “They
that feared the Lord.”  In Malachi’s time the peo ple of
Is rael had be come in dif fer ent to God and to pub lic wor -
ship.  Only a faith ful few took time to re mem ber God. 
God re corded who they were and ex claimed, “They
shall be mine…”He still re cords our gath er ings and
knows when we are pres ent or ab sent.

He re mem bers the char ac ter of our fel low ship. 

“They that feared the Lord.”  To fear the Lord is the
high est mark of char ac ter.  We be gin to build char ac ter
as we learn to fear God.  The low est mark of char ac ter is
when there is no fear of God.  The fear of God is sim ply
love on its knees in wor ship to God.   

He re mem bers the com mu ni ca tion of our fel low -
ship.  “Spake of ten one to an other…and thought upon
His name.”  God lis tened and a book was writ ten.  God
has many books.  The Bi ble is God’s book of rev e la tion.  
There is also the “Lamb’s Book of Life”, but here God
writes in His book of re mem brance.  He is not re cord ing
our sins.  He keeps our tears in a bot tle.  He keeps ac -
count of our tithes and of fer ings and He re cords our
thoughts and med i ta tions on His name. 

Christ is the si lent Lis tener 
when we meet in His Name.

A Word for Your Way, by Victor Maxwell,©
Copyright Victor Maxwell October, 2014.

Re pen tance 

“As I live,” says the Lord God, “I have no plea sure
in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from
his way and live” Ezekiel 33:11.

When the city of Nineveh was threat ened God
changed his course of deal ing with the in hab it ant when
they fell at His feet in re pen tance and in prayer for
mercy.  A com par i son of God’s warn ing to Nineveh is
that of His warn ing to a sin ner with the ad mo ni tion that
he hum ble him self in re pen tance.  When the sin ner co -
mes to re pen tance God stands ready to par don.

The sor cerer Si mon, who “was in the bond of in iq -
uity,” was given op por tu nity to hear the Apos tle Philip
pro claim the way of truth in Christ.  The re sult: “Si mon
him self be lieved, and af ter be ing bap tized he con tin ued
with Philip:” (Acts 8:13).  The door of grace was stand -
ing ajar for him.   

Such ex am ples show how God de sires that the sin -
ner re pent and seek His grace.  It is im pos si ble to have
sinned so griev ously that the blood of Christ could not
coun ter-bal ance and cleanse away a per son’s sin.  Then
all can be well again. 

“We’ve a mes sage to give to the na tions, 
That the Lord who reigneth above 
Hath sent us His Son to save us, 
And show us that God is love.”    (Colin Sterne) 
PRAYER: How great Is Your grace, O Lord, that no

sin can over bal ance the weight of Christ’s atone ment
through Cal vary.  Make my life what it ought to be in re -
spon sive liv ing, rec og niz ing such love and mercy of -
fered freely.  Amen.

The Lu theran Colportage, Inc.
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Be Specific
“What wilt thou that I should do unto thee?” 

(Luke 18:41)

So easy as we pray, to just say, “God bless our Pas -
tor, fam ily, mis sion ar ies, etc.”   Now we know that IF
this re quest truly comes from your heart and that you
are on pray ing ground; then most cer tainly it is ac -
cepted be fore the Throne of GRACE!   

BUT there is so much for us to learn with our walk
of faith with JESUS!  AND GOD clearly tells us in
His Eter nal Word (the BIBLE), that we should def i -
nitely pray spe cif i cally also!  See James 4:3.

In the text that we have be fore us to day; there is no 
doubt that JESUS al ready knew what this gen tle man
wanted and needed, but He ask ed him to ex er cise spe -
cif i cally what his re quest was; not only for his ben e fit,
but for yours ALSO!  Just like the very ill lady who
had spent all her money in seek ing doc tors ad vice/wis -
dom/rem edy for heal ing for a twelve year period.   

The old say ing goes, “Prac tice what you preach,”
and in God’s pro vided GRACE, I am.

Seek ing to do just that, we go through the school
of hard-knocks, and the school col ors are back and
blue!  The very sig nif i cant truth though is when we
don’t even know how to pray; and the Dis ci ples of
Jesus re quested ‘teach us how to pray’, and they had
walked with JESUS for a pe riod of time al ready!  Then 
JESUS gave them, and us, what we call ‘The Lord’s
Prayer’.   In re al ity, this was an ex am ple for the dis ci -
ples to use, be cause the spe cific prayer of the Lord
Him self is found in John 17.  Gen u inely, what we call
the “The Lord’s Prayer” can only truly be prayed by
born-again folk, or those who truly want to be ‘saved’,
for it is ad dressed to “Our Fa ther” and asks for the fur -
ther ance of the ‘King dom of God’ and the ‘for give ness 
of sin’ etc. 

In our text, a blind man (v. 35) cried and in the
Greek it means “a cry for help,” and he ad dressed Je -
sus with a proper ti tle (Lord).  This ‘cry’ also means a
“loud cry” and caused a dis tur bance.  In other words, it 
was a ‘des per ate-need’.

ALSO, in what we call ‘The Lord’s Prayer’, we
find Ad o ra tion, Con fes sion, Thanksgiving, Sup pli ca -
tion and In ter ces sion, which equals A C T S I.  

It is MARVELOUS that we have the Holy Spirit
seek ing to lead us, and HE makes even our groanings

to be ac cept able and in “har mony” with the Fa ther’s
Will.  “Like wise the Spirit also helps in our weak -
nesses.  For we do not know what we should pray for
as we ought, but the Spirit Him self makes in ter ces -
sion for us: with groanings which can not be ut tered. 
Now He who searches the hearts knows what the
mind of the Spirit is, be cause He makes in ter ces sion
for the saints ac cord ing to the will of God” Romans
8:26-27. 

Please don’t use this pre cious prom ise as an al ibi
to pray care lessly, in dif fer ently or as an ex cuse, as the
Holy Spirit will teach us how to pray if we are will ing
to lis ten and ap ply.  One thing is for sure that we can
pray for – and that is the Sal va tion of pre cious Souls as 
we know this is def i nitely in har mony with the will of
God.  “For this is good and ac cept able in the sight of 
God our Sav ior who de sires all men to be saved and 
to come to the knowl edge of the truth” 1 Tim o thy
2:3-4.  IF, on a very, very rare oc ca sion we come
across a per son whom God has given up on, the Holy
Spirit will so lead and the di rec tion would be so oth er -
wise.  You know that Je sus shed His Blood for the sins
of the whole world and the un saved are yet in the camp 
of the en emy – Sa tan, the de ceiver and thief. 

At the time I was work ing on this ed i to rial, some
hours ago the Underground Map pre dicted a fair quan -
tity of rain (100%).  Now it did not ma te ri al ize ex actly
as pre dicted, which re minds me of Jude verse 12 & 13
as both the per cent age and amount is down con sid er -
ably.  Our priv i lege and chal lenge is this: “But you,
be loved, build ing your selves up on your most holy
faith; pray ing in the Holy Spirit …vv. 16-25.

The story is told (which in our im me di ate area, at
the pres ent time are ex pe ri enc ing a semi-drought
weather wise), but at the time of this story tak ing ef -
fect, it was more than ‘semi’.  So a spe cial prayer
meet ing was set in place to def i nitely pray for rain!  An 
el derly Chris tian lady came with an um brella and she
was asked why in such warm, sunny dry weather why
she brought that to the ‘prayer-meet ing’?  Well, no
doubt you know the an swer, be cause they were pray -
ing spe cif i cally for “rain”! – EXPECTANTLY!!!  Why 
worry when you can pray or why pray when you can
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“A lit tle while, and ye be hold Me no more; and
again a lit tle while, and   ye shall see Me.”  John 16:16

A CHRISTIAN can not live in this world ex clu -
sively in light, pros per ity, and good days.  If any one of
us should be so “un for tu nate” as to en coun ter noth ing in
this life ex cept what we call “good for tune,” he would
be badly off.   Those who must fight their way through
op po si tion, storms, and dark ness have the hap pi est and
most health ful Chris tian life, and their con di tion is most
con du cive to growth and fruit-bearing.

There fore God has not prom ised His peo ple only
good days.  On the con trary, He has said that we must
en ter into the king dom of God through many trib u la -
tions.  When dark ness en ve lopes us on the way that we
are com pelled to take, then we re al ize how help less we
are; but is also then that the Lord is our light.  When the
bur den gets too heavy, we must get some one else to
carry it for us. He who does not feel his help less ness
needs no help. 

When Je sus hides, we un der stand most clearly what
we have lost by His ab sence; and when He re veals Him -
self anew, we learn to thank Him a lit tle better than be -
fore.  A Chris tian has no rea son to lose cour age if a dark
cloud hides the sun of his life.  The sun is not gone; a
cloud has hid it from view.  In a lit tle while we shall see
it again.

That is God’s way with His peo ple.
Thy way and all thy sor rows 
Give thou into His hand, 
His gra cious care un fail ing,
Who doth the heav ens com mand; 
Their course and path He giv eth 
To clouds and air and wind: 
A way thy feet may fol low 
He too for thee will find.

Thy Kingdom Come, by Ludvig Hope, Copyright
© 1939, Augsburg Publishing House, Permission

Granted

Ac ci den tal Wis dom 
What ever is true, what ever is no ble, what ever is

right, what ever is pure, what ever is lovely, what ever is
ad mi ra ble…think about such things v. 8.

Please read Philippians 4:4-9 

A few years ago, a woman shared with me a story
about find ing her pre teen son watch ing news cov er age
of a vi o lent event.  In stinc tively, she reached for the re -
mote and changed the chan nel.  “You don’t need to be
watch ing that stuff,” she told him rather abruptly.  An ar -
gu ment fol lowed, and even tu ally she shared that he
needed to fill his mind with “what ever is right, what ever 
is pure, what ever is lovely…” (Philippians 4:8).  Af ter
din ner, she and her hus band were watch ing the news
when sud denly their five-year old daugh ter burst in and
turned off the tele vi sion.  “You don’t need to be watch -
ing that stuff,” she de clared in her best “mom” voice. 
“Now, think about those Bible things!”   

As adults, we can better ab sorb and pro cess the
news than our chil dren.  Still, the cou ple’s daugh ter was
both amus ing and wise when she ech oed her mother’s
ear lier in struc tions.   Even well-ad justed adults can be
af fected by a steady diet of the darker side of life.  Med i -
tat ing on the kind of things Paul (God) lists in
Philippians 4:8 is a pow er ful an ti dote to the gloom that
some times set tles on us as we see the con di tion of our
world.

Mak ing care ful de ci sions about what fills our minds 
is an ex cel lent way to honor God and guard our hearts as 
well.

Fa ther, open our eyes to day to what’s beau ti ful. 
Teach us to me di ate on You.

What we let into our minds 
shapes the state of our souls. 

© 2017 Our Daily Bread Ministries, 
Permission Granted

worry?
BUT you know for a lot of us Chris tians – we gen -

er al ize in our prayer life, and so JESUS asks the ques -
tion: “What do you want Me to do for you?” even
though HE knows be fore-hand!

How we need to get back to preach ing and prac tic -
ing the “old-time Chris tian ity,” where God’s Law is
preached in its full ness (nat u rally in LOVE) – be cause
we care about where pre cious SOULS (in di vid u ally)
will spend all Eternity!
We are liv ing in what is called “Per il ous times”, which 

means ‘very dif fi cult times’. I am con vinced it not
only in cludes in the re li gious/Chris tian world but also
in the nat u ral, AND Need is the very es sence of
PRAYER: Some ex am ples are: For give ness, Sal va -
tion, for our com mu nity and coun try, dis cern ment,
hun ger for the Word of God, preach ers shar ing God’s
LAW in LOVE, The min is try of the Morn ing Glory,
Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion, we of the
HLIF Board & Spouses, etc. 



From Our Fellowship Circle

P. S. Viroqua, WI
Sorry to hear you dropped the April pub li ca tion.  Hope
peo ple will chip in to help.

KFC Sebring, FL
Thanks so much for all the won der ful news.  Keep the
Word alive as Je sus is.

May we all be His light shin ing bright to all we
meet—help ing all we can for more to be saved.

SCK Vader, WA
Please ac cept this do na tion and add us to your mail ing
list.  Morn ing Glory is a bea con of light in these times of
com pro mised truth.  Thank You.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

God’s Provision

“But my God shall sup ply all your need ac cord ing to
His riches in glory by Christ Je sus.” Phil. 4:19

Paul writes here that God will give us all that we
need.  Do you think we can de pend on that?

The story is told of a Quaker min is ter in a small town
who did not have any sal ary, but just got along on what
peo ple gave him.  His daugh ter needed shoes for school,
and so they went to the store to buy her a pair.  Look ing
up into his face, she asked, “But have we money to buy
them to day?”

He pulled out the empty lin ing of his pocket and said, 
“God al ways has been suf fi cient for all the needs, daugh -
ter.”

But can fa ther buy shoes with out any money in his
pocket, won dered the lit tle girl.

A block from the store a mem ber of their con gre ga -
tion met them, talked a while; then he shook hands with
the min is ter.  The child heard her fa ther give thanks to
God as they pro ceeded on their way.  The he opened his
hand and showed her the folded money which the man
had slipped into his hand when he said good bye.

“You see, child, God al ways finds a way if we have
faith in Him,” the fa ther said.  The lit tle girl never for got
that in ci dent.

God has riches in Glory and He will sup ply all our
needs.  Let us thank Him and pray.

Dear Lord Je sus, we thank Thee that Thou al ways
cares for our needs.  Re move our sins from us, Lord, and
help us to trust Thee as our Fa ther, In Je sus’ name. Amen.

My Fa ther is rich in houses and lands.
He holdeth the wealth of the world in His hands!
Of ru bies and di a monds, of sil ver and gold,
His cof fers are full,—He has riches un told.
I’m the child of a king, the child of a king!
With Je sus, my Sav ior, I’m the child of a king.

From Altar Steps By R P Haakonson

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Return You Get 
“But now that you have been set free from sin and

have be come slaves (bond-ser vants) of God, the re turn
you get is sanc ti fi ca tion and it’s end eter nal life”
Romans 6:22.

A child of God does not have the worst of wor ries,
that of re solv ing his guilt be cause he has been set free
from his sins.  Now he can fol low joy ously in the foot -
steps of Je sus.  As it was his life and food to do the will of
his Fa ther, so the child of God must strive to do the Fa -
ther’s will.  

Be ing a child of God one be comes a tem ple of the
Holy Spirit (1 Co rin thi ans 3:16).  That same Spirit dwells 
in the Chris tian as was in Christ, and he will not put the
Dove to flight.  A Chris tian will not de file and de stroy the 
tem ple of God with at ten tion to the de sires of the flesh. 
He will en dure suf fer ing rather than go against the Spirit
of God. 

Christ was obe di ent in ev ery sit u a tion for the sake of
the Fa ther’s good plea sure.  A child of God, too, will be
obe di ent in his sit u a tion, and the dis plea sures that come
shall be lost in God’s good plea sure toward him.  

“Liv ing for Je sus a life that is true, 
Striv ing to please Him in all that I do, 
Yield ing al le giance, glad-hearted and free, 
This is the path way of bless ing for me.” 
             T. O. Chis holm 

PRAYER: The re turn I get, O Lord, in mul ti plied
bless ings and eter nal life, are be yond my com pre hen -
sion; but I pray that these mer cies shall be pre served in
my heart and life, where fore cause me to be faith ful in all
things.  For Christ’s sake.  Amen.   

 ROSENIUS’ DAILY MEDITATIONS, by Carl O.
Rosenius, Lutheran Colportage Service, Inc. 
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

Israeli Archaeologists Find 2,700
Year-Old Artifact That Backs Biblical
Record 

Dr. Shlomit Weksler-Bdolah, ex ca va tor of the Is rael 
An tiq ui ties Au thor ity, holds a stamped piece of clay
from the first Jew ish tem ple pe riod that be longed to the
“gov er nor of the city” of Je ru sa lem, about 2,700 years
ago.  The piece of clay was ex ca vated at the north west -
ern part of the West ern Wall plaza in Je ru sa lem’s Old
City….The ex traor di nary find is a lump of clay,
stamped and pre ferred, mea sures 13 X15 mm and 2-3
mm thick.  The up per part of the seal ing de picts two fig -
ures fac ing each other, and the lower part holds an in -
scrip tion in an cient He brew scrip.

Icon Wolf, theblaze.com 

Netherlands Euthanized More Than
6,500 People Last Year 

The Dutch NL news is re port ing that the Re gional
Eu tha na sia Re view Com mit tee’s an nual re port was re -
leased in di cat ing that 6,585 as sisted deaths were re -
ported in 2017, in creas ing by eight per cent from 6,091
re ported as sisted deaths, in 2016…

In Jan u ary 2017, a Neth er lands Eu tha na sia Re view
com mit tee de cided that the death of a woman with de -
men tia who died by eu tha na sia against her will was
done in “good faith.”  The woman was held down while
the doc tor le thally in jected her.

Lifenews.com 

Wheaton College Wins Legal Battle;
Won’t Be Forced to Pay for Abortion
Pills 

The Chris tian Post re ports a dis trict court judge
granted Wheaton Col lege in Il li nois re lief from the man -
date on (Feb ru ary 22), end ing a five-year le gal battle.

Like many other re li gious em ploy ees, Wheaton ob -
jected to the man date that em ploy ers cover all forms of
con tra cep tion, in clud ing types that may cause abor -
tions, in their em ployee health plans…

In the rul ing, the judge said forc ing Wheaton to
com ply with the Obamacare man date vi o lates fed eral
civil rights laws.  The or der per ma nently for bids the
gov ern ment from forc ing the man date on the col lege. 

Lifenews.com 

U.S. Fertility Rate Below Replacement
for Ninth Straight Year 

The to tal fer til ity rate of the United States fell be low 
the re place ment level for the ninth straight year in 2016,
ac cord ing to the fi nal birth data re port for that year pub -
lished by the Cen ters for Dis ease Con trol and Pre ven -
tion. 

The last time it was above the re place ment level was 
2007…

At the same time, the Cen tral In tel li gence Agency’s
World Factbook ranks the to tal fer til ity rate of the
United States at 143rd in the world…

Ac cord ing to the CDC’s his tor i cal date, the U.S. to -
tal fer til ity rated (TFR) has now been be low the re place -
ment level in 43 of the last 45 years.  The only two years
dur ing which it reached slightly above the re place ment
level were 2006 and 2007.

Terence P. Jeffrey, cnsnews.com 

Winter Olympics Promotes
Homosexuality 

Olym pic skater Adam Rippon and skier Gus
Kenworthy are pro mot ing ho mo sex u al ity as nor mal be -
hav ior.  They are the first openly gay Win ter Olympians
from the United States.  They have been ver bally at tack -
ing Vice Pres i dent Mike Pence.  Kenworthy re cently ap -
peared on the El len Degeneres show crit i ciz ing Pence…

“Adam Rippon and Gus Kenworthy will be used by
the Olym pic Com mit tee and the press to fur ther the sin
of ho mo sex u al ity,” states 4 Winds Chris tian Ath let ics
pres i dent Steve McConkey.  “The Olym pic Com mit tee
has pro moted transgenders, intersex ath letes with out
proper test ing, and same-sex marriage.

“Olym pic ath letes are en cour aged to sup port the
LGBT com mu nity ac cord ing to Prin ci ple 6.  If Chris tian 
ath letes say ho mo sex u al ity is a sin, they could face con -
se quences.  The press tried to de stroy a prom i nent gold
med al ist for say ing ho mo sex u al ity was wrong.  There
were talks that the per son could lose their Olympic
Ambassadorship.”

In De cem ber 2014, the In ter na tional Olym pic Com -
mit tee unan i mously passed Prin ci ple 6.  All ath letes,
coaches, and host cit ies are ex pected to fol low Prin ci -
ple 6.

Christianewswire.ccsend.com



Ed i tor’s Com ments: Prin ci ple 6 is a “dis crim i na tion” 
tenet which in cludes “sex ual ori en ta tion.”  Po lit i cal cor -
rect ness again!       Sword of the Lord.

Ed i tor’s Note: Keep in mind that ‘we’ live in a very
sin ful world; but ev ery true born-again be liever is to be a
stan dard-bearer, even in these days of Apos tasy!      

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Boldness

Let us therefore draw near with boldness 
unto the throne of grace, that we may

receive mercy, and may find grace to help us
in time of need.  (Hebrews 4:16)

IT is when need knocks at our door that we may
knock at the door of grace.  No mat ter how self-ev i dent
this may seem, it is nev er the less just then that we have
our great est doubts that we will be wel comed.  We have
gone to that door so many times be fore: dare we go once
more? 

Is not that sin ning on grace?
What makes you feel sad and heavy is that you think

there is so lit tle fruit to sow for all that you get.  With all
the grace that you have re ceived to this day, you should
be a dif fer ent kind of per son.  Your grade is poor on pa -
tience, love, and Chris tian dis po si tion.  Your life does not 
mea sure up to what you should be as a Chris tian.  Your
vic to ries are few, and of ten you get no where.  This causes 
you to doubt, and makes you discouraged.

If this is your con di tion, you are surely in the right in
all that you ac cuse your self of.  He who is not ashamed of 
his own folly, is of all peo ple worst off.  But our sin and
shame should not con sti tute a rea son for doubt in Him
who sits on the throne of grace and who has prom ised us
“mercy and grace to help us in time of need.”  

Where fore draw near with bold ness (Ed. Child like
con fi dence) unto the throne of grace, all you tired and
worn Chris tians!  There is your place; it has been given
you by God Him self.  Si nai is too steep for you, and your
knees are too weak; but at Golgotha ev ery thing that you
need is given to you with out money and with out price. 
Lay hold of grace to day also as you did the first time, and
you shall be come strong in the Lord.

Rich Thy mercy – strangely good! 
O how oft have I of fended!
But, through Thy re deem ing blood 
All my fear of wrath is ended:
Yes, I now can wit ness give: 
Je sus sin ners does re ceive!

Thy Kingdom Come, by Ludvig Hope, Copyright ©
1939, Augsburg Publishing House, Permission Granted.

Dining With Jesus 

“There they made Him a supper…Lazarus was
one of them that sat at the table with Him.”

John 12:2

EATING plays a large part in our lives.  Food is not
just nec es sary and nour ish ing, but at meal times we make
or strengthen our friend ships and en rich fam ily ties.  Our
Lord Je sus, the su preme Teacher, fre quently trans formed
din ing rooms into class rooms where He gave His most
sig nif i cant les sons.  Je sus had meals with friends, fam i -
lies, foes, Phar i sees and even with pub li cans and sinners.

Je sus man i fested His glory at His first mir a cle at a
wed ding re cep tion in Cana of Gal i lee.  He per formed the
most pub lic of His mir a cles when He fed a great mul ti -
tude with a boy’s five loaves and two fishes.  There was a
mem o ra ble mo ment in Mar tha’s kitchen when He had to
cool her sim mer ing frus tra tion and much run ning around
to teach her the im por tance of sit ting at His feet.  Later, at
Si mon’s house, He gave a les son on the value of true wor -
ship when Mary anointed Him with her costly spikenard
per fume while His dis ci ples sat as on look ers around the
meal ta ble. 

One of the most fa mous meals was the Pass over
Meal when Je sus gath ered His dis ci ples around a ta ble
and trans formed the Pass over meal to the re mem brance
feast of the Lord’s Sup per that we still ob serve to day.  It
was in that up per room that Je sus taught His dis ci ples the
un for get ta ble les sons of servanthood, lead er ship.  His
great love and the im por tance of lov ing one an other.  The
nour ish ment of that meal would have to last those scat -
tered dis ci ples through the hun gry and hor ri ble days
ahead un til af ter His res ur rec tion when they would sit
down with the Saviour again on the shore of Galilee.  

Look ing down the road into the fu ture, we see an -
other meal in the Scrip tures, the glo ri ous “Mar riage
Sup per of the Lamb.”  On that day, the Lord Je sus will
serve His bride at the ta ble and be liev ers will join Him in
a ce les tial cel e bra tion that will last for ever.  What a meal
that will be!

He brings us into His ban quet ing house and His
ban ner over us is “Love.”

A Word for Your Way, by Victor Maxwell, © Copyright 
Victor Maxwell October 2014
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I won der how so many pres ent day Chris tians
can con sider an hour of wor ship Sunday morn ing as
ad e quate ad o ra tion of the holy God who cre ated
them and then re deemed them back to Him self.
         A. W. Tozer
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STRONG IN BATTLE 

“Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the
strength of His might.  Put on the whole armor 

of God, that ye may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil.  For our wrestling is not

against flesh and blood, but against the
principalities, against the powers, against the

world-rulers of this darkness, against the
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly

places.  Wherefore take up the whole armor of
God, that ye may be able to withstand in the

evil day, and, having done all, to stand.”
Ephesians 6:10-13.

For a Chris tian, life is a bat tle.  No one who is de sir -
ous of do ing the Lord’s will can go through life with out
meet ing op po si tion.  The pow ers which still rule in and
about the earth are en e mies of God’s peo ple.  The Bi ble
ad mon ishes us to fight the good fight so that we may
stand af ter hav ing emerged vic to ri ous over all op po si -
tion.  “He that overcometh shall thus be ar rayed in
white gar ments; and I will in no wise blot his name out
of the book of life, and I will con fess his name be fore my
Fa ther, and be fore His an gels.” (Rev. 3:5).    

It is pos si ble that at times the Chris tian life has been
pic tured as be ing noth ing else than toil and tears.  But
we should also re mem ber those other times when all
strife has been for got ten and there has been only joy,
rest, and thanksgiving.  It is so easy to go from one ex -
treme to an other; it is much more dif fi cult to be nor mal
and keep to the way that is true and sound.

If we would read the Bi ble and Church his tory with
an hon est mind, we would see that it is im pos si ble for a
Chris tian to get through this world with out con flict;
least of all would it be pos si ble for those who are the
best Chris tians.

No one will reach that sweet ha ven of rest 
Who ear nestly presses not in.
He who will fight for the faith that at last 
Will bring him to heaven shall win.

It is per haps al to gether too true that not all Chris -
tians are equally vic to ri ous in their bat tles.  Many suf fer
crush ing de feats; oth ers “with stand on the evil day” and
go for ward in the power of God.  He who suf fers de feat
is not priv i leged to taste the joys of vic tory.  He walks
about as Da vid did when he fled from his own son.  It is
quite dif fer ent with him who wins in the bat tle   He dis -
cov ers some of the great est trea sures a Chris tian can
find here be low.  When a sol dier re turns home with vic -
tory he is happy even if he still has many pain ful
wounds from the bat tle.  It is the same with the

victorious Christian.
In 1 Sam uel 14 we have the story of Jon a than who

to gether with his ar mor bearer, went against the en emy. 
By the help of God they de feated the en emy, but the bat -
tle was both long and hard.  In the course of the bat tle
they passed through a for est where there was honey both 
upon the ground and in the hon ey comb.  Jon a than put
forth his rod into the hon ey comb and tasted of the
honey, and it is writ ten that “his eyes were en light ened.”

Many a Chris tian war rior has found life’s sweet est
honey in the midst of bat tle.  He has been given a clearer
vi sion, a new fire in the heart and a new power in his life.   
I dare say that if you want a Chris tian full of fresh vigor
and with an un im paired spir i tual vi sion, search among
those who have been in bat tle and have re turned with
vic tory.  They have tasted the honey of life and their
eyes have been enlightened.

The great est joy and pur est grat i tude is found in the
heart of a Chris tian who has been in bat tle and has won
the vic tory.  It is not in times of peace that a Chris tian co -
mes clos est to his God, but in the vic to ri ous bat tle.  If
this were clear to all of us, many prob lems would be
solved, many tears wiped away, and many a dis cour aged 
sol dier of the Cross would wield his sword with greater
vigor.

The bat tle is not against flesh and blood.  It is not a
war among peo ple as we usu ally think of war, such as…
It is a spir i tual war fare.   No can non is seen or heard, no
sa bre glit ters in the sun shine, and no bay o net is used
against the en emy.  But it is war nev er the less; any one
who is anx ious to save his soul will soon discover that.

The hosts of wick ed ness ar rayed against the Chris -
tian can pos si bly be di vided into two groups.  The one
group is de scribed in our text as prin ci pal i ties, pow ers,
and world rul ers of this dark ness.  This must be those
peo ple who live out side of fel low ship with God.

It is still true that in most places on this earth true
Chris tian ity has not pen e trated very far into the life of
the peo ple.  Those who rule are usu ally worldly peo ple. 
They have the power in this age, and it is likely that we
shall have no change un til Christ re turns.  Only rarely do 
they rule in har mony with God’s Word and Spirit.   The
spirit of the world is like a boa con stric tor that is ready
to crush its vic tim; Chris tians meet it on ev ery hand.  As
long as there is a spark of spir i tual life in your and my
heart we shall have a bat tle against this evil spirit; if we
do not, our Chris tian ity will soon be a thing of the past.

The Chris tian needs to be clad in the full ar mor of
God at all times; his bat tle field is in the worldly home,
the worldly busi ness places, in  worldly so ci ety, in town
hall or the halls of Con gress.   Briefly, a Chris tian must
be pre pared for war wher ever he is.  He who thinks him -



self spir i tu ally se cure will soon dis cover that the world is
a strong and dan ger ous en emy of ev ery thing that is from
God. 

Chris tians of a gen er a tion or two ago were very
much afraid of keep ing too much com pany with worldly
peo ple; pos si bly they went too far in that di rec tion.  They
for got that it was not hu man be ings they were to turn
away from, but the spirit which dom i nates in the world. 
It may be that we have gone to the op po site ex treme;
Chris tians to day do not think of the world as be ing par tic -
u larly worldly.  Chris tian ity has been made to fit into the
scheme of things in the world.  Chris tians of the pres ent
day are not afraid of be ing as so ci ated with worldly peo -
ple in busi ness or pol i tics.   When worldly peo ple are rea -
son able in their at ti tudes, as they fre quently are, it is so
easy for the Chris tian to lay the sword aside.  But then he
does not have to go much fur ther be fore he is a friend of
the world and an enemy of God.  

The friend ship of the world is en mity with God. 
 It ap pears so in no cent to be friendly with the world;

it looks so re fined too.  But it is not long be fore the
friend ship of the world is found to be more de lec ta ble
than the com pany of Chris tians.  When that hap pens we
are on slip pery ice; only God’s grace can keep us from
fall ing.  As a fly is caught and loses its life in a web of ex -
ceed ingly fine threads wo ven by the spi der, so have
many Chris tians been caught in the web of world li ness
and have lost their lives.   They died qui etly, yet so surely.  
They for got that they were at war; this was the trag edy
that spoiled their doom. 

Here – pre cisely here – many pres ent day Chris tians
are in great dan ger; many have al ready been de ceived
per haps even with out know ing it.  While they are boast -
ing of hav ing pro gressed far be yond the gloomy spir i tu -
al ity of the pietists they have landed in a ver i ta ble black
death; they have pinned a Chris tian badge on the la pel of
a worldly spirit.  They still want to be known as Chris -
tians.  This hum-bug is fre quently pa raded as Chris tian ity 
that has been lib er ated from ig no rance and su per sti tion; it 
is Chris tian ity that has grown to maturity. 

“Blessed is he that  watcheth, and keepeth his gar -
ments, lest he walk na ked, and they see his shame.”

To re sist with all might 
On ev ery hand
Is both proper and right 
For him who will stand.  
But it takes more than this a wreath to win, 
Per sis tency alone will con quer sin.

Spirit and Power, by Ludvig Hope, Hauge Lutheran
Innermission Federation, © 1959 

Ed i tor’s Note: And this con tin ues to be one pri mar ily 

con vic tion and pur pose of the HLIF/MG, as a Faith Lu -
theran Piet ist ic Free Move ment; to bib li cally equip fel -
low-be liev ers in en cour ag ing, ed i fy ing, nur tur ing,
evan ge liz ing and trum pet bearing in these Apos tate days
be fore the Trum pet Sound that only the saved will hear! – 
that is, those who were walk ing by faith with JESUS
when they phys i cally died and those who are walk ing
with JESUS and are now physically Alive!

What a day that will be, when my JESUS I shall see,
when I look upon His Face, the ONE who saved me by
His GRACE!

JESUS says: OCCUPY TIL I COME!

Re joice Al ways 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say,
Rejoice”    Philippians 4:4. 

When speak ing about sal va tion the Apos tle Pe ter
(Ed. God in spired/in-breathed Peter) added these words,
“In this you re joice, though now for a lit tle while you may 
have to suf fer var i ous tri als” (1 Pe ter 1:5, 6).   

There are smart ing pains in our suf fer ing, but in all of 
life the Word of God en cour ages us in this vein: re joice,
you are God’s chil dren, even though you suf fer.  You are
trav el ing heav en ward.  Re joice! (Ed.  Pro vided you
know Je sus as your per sonal Sav ior, and not nec es sar ily
in your cir cum stances).   And when there is rest and re -
spite be tween tri als we receive this with joy.

It is well that we pre pare for en coun ters with bit ter
ex pe ri ences.  Chil dren of God shall meet try ing times,
even as Je sus said, “In the world” (John 16:33).  But let
us re mem ber, God will not fail us as we pass through the
dan gers of this life and its tri als on our pil grim age to
heaven.

“Yea, though the storm lash loud and long, un end ing,
Thy still ness is my calm, my trust, my peace; 
Thy strength be comes my strength de fend ing – 
Thine be the tri umph till all con flicts cease.”
               (R.F.P.) 

PRAYER: O Sav iour, You who healed all man ner of
dis ease, never de light ing in the suf fer ing of any, lead
through the times of stress and trial, giv ing grace to claim 
the as sur ance that Your grace is suf fi cient.  Cause bless -
ing to come through the tri als as only You are able to do. 
Amen.

The Lutheran Colportage, Inc.
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Divine Moments in 
Our Nation’s History 

Abra ham Lin coln, the In fi del Who Found God and
Changed a Na tion

By Rick Barnhart 

Lin coln’s Sec ond In au gu ral Ad dress, the Day the
Light Broke Through

Af ter four dev as tat ing years of war, the na tion had
suf fered more than a half mil lion ca su al ties as a re sult of
the war to that point.  On March 4, 1865, Lin coln made
his sec ond in au gu ral ad dress.  Rain and dark clouds
hung low over Wash ing ton, DC that morn ing as a large
crowd ea gerly gath ered to hear words of des per ately
needed per spec tive and hope.  As the tall slen der pres i -
dent rose to give the ad dress, sud denly the rain stopped,
and the sun broke through the clouds and shone brightly
on the as sem bly dur ing the mes sage.  It was as if God
Him self was giv ing a sign of hope that the clouds of war
would soon de part from the na tion, and a new day
would be gin  This was one of Lin coln’s most mem o ra -
ble ad dresses, and many say it more re sem bled a ser mon 
than a po lit i cal speech   Re flect ing on his deeply held
faith, Lin coln in di cated that it was God’s judg ment
against slav ery that brought on the Civil War.  He fur ther 
said of the war,  

“If God wills that it con tinue, un til all the
wealth piled up by the bond-man’s two hun dred 
and fifty years of un re quited toil shall be sunk
and ev ery drop of blood drawn with the lash,
shall be paid by an other drawn with the sword,
as was said three thou sand years ago, so still it
must be said “the judg ments of the Lord are true 
and righ teous al to gether.’”  Lin coln was not bit -
ter, but gra cious to ward the south ern states.  He
fa mously con cluded say ing, “with mal ice to -
ward none, and char ity to ward all… let us strive 
to fin ish the work that was be gun, to bind up the 
na tion’s wounds, to care for the (sol dier), his
widow and his or phan… and work to achieve 
just and last peace.  He ended by re quest ing that
Amer i cans pray that the sea sons of judg ment
would pass quickly.

The End of the War and the End of a Life 

Na tional cor po rate re pen tance and prayer played a
key role in bring ing an end to the scourge of slav ery in
our na tion and thus opened the way for the war to end  
Amaz ingly, only a month af ter the in au gu ra tion Gen eral 
Lee sur ren dered to Grant at the Ap po mat tox Court -

house, bring the four-year-long con flict to an end.  And
then only five days af ter Lee’s sur ren der, on Good Fri -
day, the pres i dent’s life was taken by an as sas sin’s bul -
let.  It is said that his last words were tell ing his wife he
wanted to go to Je ru sa lem and walk in the Sav ior’s foot -
steps.  Al though it ended in this na tional trag edy, the
long and bloody war had come to an end and slav ery
was finally and fully abolished. 

Pub lic rec og ni tion of God 

Most of us don’t re al ize that Lin coln ac tu ally in sti -
tuted many forms of pub lic rec og ni tion of God that we
take for granted to day.  The hol i day of Thanksgiving be -
came a na tional hol i day only af ter Lin coln’s proc la ma -
tion in 1863.  Through the Coin age Act of 1864, Lin coln 
was also re spon si ble for putt ing “In God We Trust” on
our coins and cur rency.  As one of the great est pres i -
dents in our his tory his im age has been rightly hon ored
and com mem o rated on some of our coins and cur rency. 
The Lin coln Me mo rial has a prominent place in Wash -
ing ton, DC.

Excerpt taken from The Vine and Branches

I Won der Why

I won der why the Lord did ask 
For tithes from you and me, 
When all the trea sures of the earth 
Are His – eter nally.

And why should He de pend on us
To fill His house with meat
When we have so very lit tle 
And His store house is re plete?

But He said to bring our lit tle 
And He would add His much; 
Then all the heav enly win dows 
Would be opened at His touch.

And bless ings run ning over –
Even more than has been told –
Will be ours; but there’s no prom ise 
If His por tion we with hold.   

Are we afraid to prove Him?
Are our faith and love so small 
That we tightly grasp our lit tle, 
When He freely gave His all?
           Roselyn C. Steere 



A Word Fitly Spoken 
By Ted Camp 

The fi nal Sac ri fice  

Please com plete this state ment: If I died to day, I
would go to H…

How and why do you know you will go to Heaven? 
What are you trust ing?  You can not save your self.  Bad
news:  The Bi ble states that through Adam all in herit the
curse of sin.  All have sin (Rom. 5:12). 

Good news:  Through Je sus Christ the curse of sin is
re moved (vss. 12-17).  God has pro vided only one so lu -
tion for our sin.  He sent His only be got ten Son as the one
per fect Sac ri fice and Sub sti tute for the sin of man (John
3:16). The cross the per fect Lamb of God, Je sus Christ,
be came the fi nal Sac ri fice and Sub sti tu tion for Adam’s
sin.   He alone was the Lamb of God to take away the
curse of Adam’s sin (1:29).  “So Christ was once of fered
to bear the sins of man” (Heb. 9:28).  

On the cross, He saw His mother with the be loved
John, but they could not help Him.  This was some thing
only He could do – alone!  God the Fa ther loved Him, but 
He could not help.  Je sus cried, “My God, my God, why
hast thou for saken me?” 

He was for saken be cause he alone was bear ing our
sins. “But this man, af ter he had of fered one sac ri fice for
sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God” (Heb.
10:12).  

Fi nally, He cried, “It is fin ished” (John 19:30).  
The Gos pel:  In the man ger Je sus was born as the Son 

of God.  On the cross Je sus died as the fi nal Sac ri fice for
sin.  In the tomb, Je sus was bur ied as the Sub sti tute for
our death.  His res ur rec tion val i dated Him as the risen
Saviour.  

No more sac ri fices for sin.  “It is fin ished”!  In my
sim ple South ern words, “He done did it!  What has been
done can not be un done or done again.  What is done is
done!”  As my grand daugh ter says, “ALL DONE!”  Sin
is taken away.  No more sac ri fices!  “All done!”  A risen
Sav iour now of fers the for give ness of sin to who so ever
(in clud ing you) will be lieve and re ceive Him as Sav iour
(1:12).  You can not save your self or pay the pen alty for
your sin.  

ONLY His sac ri fice for sin can re store and rec on cile
you to God (14:6).  No one can go to Heaven with out
Christ – no one.  With out Christ there would be no Chris -
tian ity.  Only Chris tian ity has a risen Sav iour! 

Sword of the Lord

Have Faith in God

“And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have
faith in God.”  Mark 11:22

Faith is like an arm with which to reach out for God. 
The more we dare to reach out to God, the more God will
bless us.

Two men came wak ing up to the gar den gate one eve -
ning as two chil dren passed them.  One man said to the
other, “watch the dif fer ence in these two boys.”

He took one of the boys in his arms, and stood him on 
the gate post.  The man stepped back a few feet, folded his 
arms, and told the lit tle fel low to jump.  In an in stant the
boy sprang to ward him and was caught in his arms.  Then
turn ing to the sec ond boy, the man tried the same ex per i -
ment.  But in the sec ond case the re sult was dif fer ent. 
The child trem bled and re fused to move.  At last the man
had to lift the boy down from the post and let him go.

“What makes such a dif fer ence in the two?”  asked
this man’s com pan ion.

The man smiled and said, “The first is my own boy
and he knows me.  The other is a stranger’s child whom I
have never seen be fore.

By faith we learn that God is able and will ing to help
us.

Oh, God, let us trust Thee more than we have ever
done.  We want to reach out and trust Thee in life and in
death.  In Je sus’ name.  Amen.

Trust ing Him while life shall last,                   
Trust ing Him till earth be past:                       
Till within the jas per wall:                                
Trust ing Je sus, that is all.                                  

Trust ing as the mo ments fly,
Trust ing as the days go by:
Trust ing Him what’er be fall,
Trust ing Je sus, that is all.

Taken from Altar Steps by R. P. Haakonson
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Our churches are cold, our hearts are cold,
our prayers are cold.  The Bi ble has be come a
dull Book.  The min is try has be come a thank -
less task – a bur den to be borne.  Our ser vices
are mere form, our songs mean ing less.  We feel
the parch ing drought of world li ness.  Our souls 
long for a breath from Heaven.  We need a rain
of the Holy Spirit upon us and upon our peo ple.  
We are car ried cap tive by our sins and crushed

by the world about us.  O GOD, MERCY
DROPS ROUND US ARE FALLING, BUT FOR 

THE SHOWERS WE PLEAD. – John R. Rice 
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Open – Air Preachers
Sid ney W. Hunter 

Our Lord preached His Ser mon on the Mount in the
open air.  Pe ter, Paul, Ste phen, Mo ses, Ezra, Eli jah, and
other Bi ble preach ers con ducted open-air meet ings  

John the Bap tist preached on the riv er side, Paul on
Mars’ hill,  Eli jah on Mount Car mel, and Ste phen in the
streets  

John Wes ley ex claimed.  “The world is my par ish”
and preached in the open air.

Whitefield and oth ers were noted open-air preach -
ers.  They did n’t wait for the peo ple to come to them;
they went where the peo ple were and preached the Gos -
pel of Je sus Christ.

The man on the street heard the Gos pel whether or
not he re ceived it.  The re sults were al ways the same. 
Some were in dif fer ent, some be came an gry; but, praise
God, some be lieved and were saved. 

As a re sult, the open-air preacher was loved by
some, hated by oth ers, but heard by all.  

Selected 

Ed i tor’s Note: I be lieve there were many oth ers
also: like Mar tin Lu ther, Hans Neilsen Hauge, Ole
Barnes, Johnny Ap ple-Seed.  Just keep on ‘sow ing’
God’s In cor rupt ible Seed in con cern and prayer AND
God says it “will not re turn unto Him void”!  

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Whom Do You Believe?

Ralph Neigh bour 

My fa ther-in-law had a girl come to his Sunday
school class who re buked him for men tion ing that there
is a Hell.  She said she did n’t be lieve in Hell, that Judge
Rutherford (Je ho vah’s Wit nesses) had taught her better.

When he asked her to please read to the en tire class
Rev e la tion 14:10 and 11, she did so.  Then he asked her
whether she would rather be lieve God or Judge
Rutherford.  She said she would rather be lieve what God 
has to say. 

That is it, friends.  I would rather be lieve God than
man.  He is the only au thor ity on Hell.  I don’t pro fess to
be an au thor ity on ag ri cul ture; don’t ask me my opin ion
on it.  I don’t pro fess to be an au thor ity on med i cine,
don’t ask me my opin ion on your phys i cal ailment.

I don’t pro fess to be an au thor ity on Hell.  I have
never seen Hell; nei ther have you or Judge Rutherford
or any one else who is liv ing.  There fore, our opin ions
are worth less.  It does n’t mat ter what you think or what I 
think.  We do not know.  God alone is an au thor ity on

that sub ject; you have heard what He has to say about it.
Man may say that he will just be burned up and that

is all there is to it, but God says the smoke of their tor -
ment as cends up for ever and ever and that they have
rest nei ther day nor night.

Many men say that Hell does n’t burn with real fire. 
But God says that it burns with fire and brim stone.  If
you don’t know what brim stone is, go down to the drug -
store and buy a Sul phur can dle and set it on fire.  You
will find what the smoke of Sul phur is.

The Sword of the Lord

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“A lit tle that a righ teous man hath is better than
the riches of many wicked.”   Psalm 17:16

De sire holds a tre men dous power over us.  Be fore
we re al ize it, we may be come the salves of de sire.  From
that mo ment we will never be sat is fied, will never find
rest.  De sire al ways cries for more, no mat ter how much
we have attained.

“I have learned, in what so ever state I am, there with 
to be con tent.” Philippians 4:11.  Here lies the se cret of
a happy life.  Any one who is not sat is fied with what he
has, will never be sat is fied, though he gained the riches
of the whole world.  If dis sat is fac tion is per mit ted to
take root in the heart, it will stay there no mat ter how
much one attains.  

“A lit tle that a righ teous man hath is better than
the riches of many wicked.”

Give thanks to God, and be sat is fied.

“The steps of a good man are or dered by the
Lord: and He delighteth in his way.”   Psalm 37:23

Faith makes for Chris tian char ac ter.  Doubt makes a
per son vac il lat ing, world li ness di vides his mind, se cret
sin saps his strength.

“The steps of a good man are or dered by the Lord.”
Even the per son who by na ture is wa ver ing and

weak-willed may be made firm and strong by the Lord. 
If that is to come to pass, we must be con stantly on
guard.  No sins, not even those we call lit tle sins, must
gain en trance into the heart.  The thoughts must be con -
trolled by God, or they will pol lute the per son al ity and
pre pare the down fall.  In no area of life must com pro -
mise with evil be tol er ated.  The power of God, which
alone can make a stead fast Chris tian char ac ter, must be
per mit ted to do its work without hindrance.  

Both articles taken from Streams of Gladness by
Fredrik Wisloff, Augsburg Publishing House, © 1958.



COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF
Mat thew 28:18-20

First of all, be sure that you are a ‘mem ber’ of God’s
In fan try, be cause if you aren’t, your fu ture looks very
bleak with Eter nity in view!  The “Com mander-in-Chief”
has no doubt called you, and is call ing you, but you must
vol un teer in ad mit ting you are now in the ‘en emy’s- camp’ 
and as such LOST!

Then, will ing to be in structed in ‘ba sic-boot camp’
and con tin u ing to lis ten and obey the “Com mander-
in-Chief’s di rec tions and OBEY!  There is no doubt HE
has the best in struc tion for you and me; both for this phys i -
cal life and for the goal of Eter nity.  HE leads all in the
same in struc tions and di rec tion; but nat u rally some are
fur ther in the train ing and grow ing pro cess to wards ma tu -
rity. 

  On ward Chris tian Sol diers March ing as to War, for
we are in a Spir i tual ‘bat tle-field’ and the bat tle is be com -
ing more in tense.  ALSO no tice in the ‘war fare’ in Ephe -
sians 6:1-10 there is no cov er ing for the back of the
Ar mor; be cause there is no look ing back – Philippians 3. 
It is not an ‘in di vid ual’s bat tle’ but a ‘Team-mate’ effort
(fel low sol dier’s/Team-mates’), as a ‘team’. 

The Com mander-in-Chief in structs us to  be gin at Je ru -
sa lem (home-area) and then to go to the ut ter most parts of
the world; but Je ru sa lem (home-base) is es pe cially where
the min is try of the Morn ing Glory and Hauge Lu theran
Innermission Fed er a tion co mes to play – for where the
camp-fire is not kept burn ing (alive), even tu ally other mis -
sions will fail as a re sult.  We are liv ing in a dry-eyed Chris -
tian ity TODAY as the spir i tual soil is ‘parched-soil’, as we
have be come Gos pel-hard ened. We just re ceived a
‘scam-phone-call’ stat ing that ei ther you re spond in
twenty-four hours or the Po lice will come and get you.  (By
the way the USA-IRS does not threaten you by tele phone). 
But the great est “Com mander-in-Chief”, in HIS in fi nite
LOVE, urges us to be avail able to spread His Good News
to ev ery body!  A mis con cep tion to day is to wait for the
Holy Spirit to di rect you and in the mean time build a bridge
of friend ship with the un saved world.  (Most cer tainly I am
not against bib li cal friend ship).  But give me a few or op po -
si ng Bi ble Verses in com par i son to what many ves sels did
in the Old and New Tes ta ment, in love and obe di ence to the
Great Com mander-in-Chief, who is the SAME yes ter day,
to day and for ever!  Where there is no vi sion the peo ple per -
ish (Prov erbs 29:18) and we are told to cast the bread upon
many wa ters!   Of ten when the Holy Spirit lays a cer tain
bur den/con cern upon your heart; HE also wants to use the
same ‘blood- cleansed’ ves sel to at least in part to ful fill that
vi sion/com mand.

Where there is not a re spect/loy alty of dif fer ent ‘po -

si tions’ in the In fan try of Sol diers of the Cross there will be 
chaos and con fu sion. 

I would like to have you no tice in Mat thew 28:18-20
the three “ALLS”

Don’t for get: “And He opened their un der stand ing,
that they might com pre hend the Scrip tures.  Then He said
to them, ‘ Thus it is writ ten, and thus it was nec es sary for
the Christ to suf fer and to rise from the dead the third day,
and that re pen tance and re mis sion of sins should be
preached in His name to all na tions, be gin ning at Je ru sa -
lem…”Luke 24:45-53.

THE JOY OF THE LORD IS THE STRENGTH OF
THY SALVATION, but with out godly re pen tance, an in -
di vid ual will never ex pe ri ence the full ness of the LORD!

The Gos pel has a big “GO” in it!

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“All that be lieve are jus ti fied.” – Acts 13:39

The be liever in Christ re ceives a pres ent jus ti fi ca tion. 
Faith does not pro duce this fruit by-and-by, but now.  So
far, as jus ti fi ca tion is the re sult of faith, it is given to the
soul in the mo ment when it closes with Christ, and ac cepts
Him as its all in all.  Are they who stand be fore the throne
of God jus ti fied now?  Yes, and so are we, as truly and as
clearly jus ti fied as they who walk in white and sing me lo -
di ous praises to ce les tial harps.  The thief upon the cross
was jus ti fied the mo ment that he turned the eye of faith to
Je sus; and Paul, the aged, af ter years of ser vice, was not
more jus ti fied than was the thief with no ser vice at all  We
are today ac cepted in the Be loved, today ab solved from
sin, today ac quit ted at the bar of God.  Oh! Soul-trans port -
ing thought!  There are some clus ters of Eshcol’s vine
which we shall not be able to gather till we en ter heaven;
but this is a bough which runneth over the wall.  This is not 
as the corn of the land, which we can never eat till we cross 
the Jor dan; but this is part of the manna in the wil der ness, a 
por tion of our daily nu tri ment with which God sup plies us
in our jour ney ing to and fro.  We are now – even now par -
doned; even now are our sins put away; even now we
stand in the sight of God ac cepted, as though we had never
been guilty   “There is there fore now no con dem na tion to
them who are in Christ Je sus.” There is not a sin in the
Book of God, even now, against one of His peo ple.  Who
dareth to lay any thing to their charge?  There is nei ther
speck, nor spot, nor wrin kle, nor any such thing re main ing
upon any one be liever in the mat ter of jus ti fi ca tion in the
sight of the Judge of all the earth.  Let pres ent priv i lege
awaken us to pres ent duty, and now, while life last, let us
spend and be spent for sweet Lord Je sus.

MORNING & EVENING, by Charles Spurgeon, ©
1991 Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.

15



16

noissi
mre

n
nI 

nare
h t

u
L eg

ua
H

 re t
ne

C 
g

n ilia
M 

& 
g

ni
 p

pi
h

S tI-
d

ne
S  

o/c

 .e
v

A tt
ocl

A tse
W 

6
2

0
1

7
3

5
6

5 
N

M ,slla
F s

u
gre

F

Vol ume C •  Num ber 5 • August, 2018
(USPS 887-740) Dilworth, MN 56529

t
a 

di
a

P 
e

g
 at

s
o

P 
sl

a
 c i

d
 oi r

e
P

7
3

5
6

5  
N

M ,
sll

a
F 

s
u

gr
e

F

Up Date 

URGENCE!

“We then, as work ers to gether with Him also
plead with you not to re ceive the grace of God in
vain.  For He says: ‘In an ac cept able time I have
heard you, and in the day of sal va tion (the word ‘sal -
va tion’ means ‘de liv er ance’) I have helped you.”

Most cer tainly we want to thank all of you who
have faith fully sup ported this por tion of the Lord’s
Min is try here on the planet Earth!  Likely your sup -
port means more to us than you think, as it al lows us
to carry on this pub li ca tion, etc.  May our cru ci fied
and risen SAVIOR richly bless YOU in re turn for
your faith ful support.  

YET there should be a sense of ur gency of the
ne ces sity of strength en ing ‘Sol diers of the Cross’
and reach ing the un saved; as even na ture it self could
be try ing to tell us that maybe the ‘Trum pet Sound’
might soon be at hand – re gard less we are to oc cupy
un til HE calls us HOME!  

It is not news to you, but this world needs many
lit tle Mar tin Luthers and Hans Neilsen Hauges to -
day.  WE des per ately need one’s like Lu ther and
Hauge to lift the ban ner of the Gos pel high, to shake
worldly evan gel i cals out of their blind spir i tual
stupor and to de clare war on the devil in Christ’s
Name and reach a dy ing world.  We are seek ing to
ful fill the open-door the Lord has placed be fore us
with your help.   YES, def i nitely to day is the day to
stand on God’s time less Word and seek to boldly
pro claim the Gos pel to a lost, dy ing and fear-filled
world, as to day is op por tu nity to sound a Bib li cal
voice of hope in our broken culture.

BUT we must do this to gether!
With your sup port and by God’s abun dant

GRACE, we want once again to thank you, and may
the Lord bless you all abun dantly and strengthen you 
to faith fully carry the love of the Lord to this needy
time in the his tory of hu man ity!  As a Chris tian per -
son stated: The Lord does not need my money, HE
wants my obe di ence! 

The approx. In come for the month of May was
$2,565.00.

The cost of each is sue of the Morn ing Glory is
approx. $2.75 de liv ered to your door.  Can you help
de fer these costs?

Evangelistic Meet ings
Faith Lu theran Church of Run ning Val ley of

ru ral Colfax, Wis con sin, in con junc tion with the
Hauge Innermission, will be con duct ing
Evangelistic Meet ings.  Pas tor Jim Haga will be
the speaker, along with spe cial mu sic each night. 
The meet ings will be at the fair grounds in Colfax.  
The dates for these meet ings are Au gust 26-29,
2018 and they will start each eve ning at 6:30 p.m.  

Please con sider who you might per son ally in vite
to at tend with YOU and hear the WORD of God!
Even if you can’t per son ally at tend, please un der -
gird these meet ings with prayer be gin ning now,
and at the very time they are hap pen ing.  Thank
you for your faith ful in ter ces sion.


